The American Dream?

Kristin/Koh

Group Thesis Critique

Directions

You and your group members will be actively engaged in helping each other improve thesis statements for the research paper that is due after Winter Break (ski week).  Each person in the group will be required to review and critique every group member’s thesis according to the criteria below.

*Before you start this exercise, please attach 2-3 pieces of paper to the “blue thesis sheet” you received in Ms. Raeff’s class, so that your group members can have room to review and critique your thesis statement.

**For each person you review and critique, please write “reviewed by: your name” at the top of the nine questions you answer.

Thesis Review/Critique Criteria

For each group member’s thesis statement answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences on a separate piece of paper and answer the following questions:

1. What is the main point of the thesis statement?

2. What questions do you think the thesis statement is trying to answer?

3. What specific types of sources do you think this person will need for a well written research paper (e.g. a book about Nat Turner’s rebellion, or a primary source of statistics about the income of Africans in Brazil)?

After answering the above questions, assess each thesis statement according to the directions below:

Clarity of Thesis Statement – Read over the thesis statement again and answer each of the following questions in 2-3 sentences:

4. Is the thesis statement clearly written?  Why or why not?  Please be specific.  

5. On a scale of 1-4 (1 being lowest, 4 being highest), what grade would you give this thesis statement for clarity?  Please explain your grade.  Why a “4”?  Why a “1”?

Quality of Argument – Read over the thesis statement again and answer each of the following questions in 2-3 sentences:

6. In your own words, what is the argument that is being made?

7. Is the thesis statement making an obvious or original argument?  Please explain your answer.

8. On a scale of 1-4 (1 being lowest, 4 being highest), what grade would you give this thesis statement for quality of argument?  Please explain your grade.  Why a “4”?  Why a “1”?

More Directions

Once you and your group members have finished reviewing and critiquing each other’s thesis statements, go over your feedback from your group members.  After, complete the following on a separate piece of paper:

a) Do your group members understand the point of your thesis statement?  Why or why not?

b) What do you think are the strengths of your thesis statement?

c) What do you think are the weaknesses of your thesis statement?

d) Write an improved version of your thesis statement.

What You Will Be Graded On

You and your group members will receive credit for College Work Habits and Leadership Skills – Collaborating Productively and Communicating Effectively for the following:

· Completion of all above tasks: 1-8, a-d

· Quality of reviews/critiques of group members’ thesis statement (quality of your answers for questions 1-8)

· Quality of your improved thesis statement

Due Date

This assignment is due at the end of the period February 12, 2007.  You must leave class with an improved and approved thesis statement.  You will be checked off for completing this assignment, but it will be handed in with your research paper draft (along with your note cards).
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